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O
n March 20, 2014, the LOMA Society of Nebraska 
held its Spring Breakfast Meeting at Mahoney  
State Park. There were 44 Society mem-
bers in attendance. The keynote speaker was  
Mary Neimiec, associate vice president, Distance 

Education, and director, University of Nebraska Online 
Worldwide.

After guests enjoyed a hot breakfast, President Steve 
McKern opened the meeting by drawing door prize winners. 
Through attendee donations, $202.00 was raised for the 
Food Bank for the Heartland from door prize raffle tickets.  
McKern then introduced all the Society officers and announced 
that applications for the scholarship were now being accepted.

Following the opening, Vice President Carrie Michelutti 
introduced guest speaker Neimiec, who is in charge of the 
University of Nebraska’s online learning initiative, Online 
Worldwide. Created in 2010, NU Online Worldwide brings 
together the online programs offered by the campuses of the 
University of Nebraska. There are more than 100 accred-
ited fully online programs spanning undergraduate through  
doctoral. Michelutti noted that with more and more LOMA 
courses being offered online, the topic was particularly  
relevant for the LOMA society. 

Neimiec explained that online learning is very important 
in Nebraska where there is sometimes little opportunity for 
“brick and mortar” classrooms in many parts of the state. 
She outlined all the different types of online classrooms 
and the importance of online learning. She also explained 
that online classrooms allow for diversification by bringing 
together students that would not traditionally be in the same 

classroom due to geographical constraints. And she described 
the online course offerings the university has for those in the 
insurance industry.

The board met following the Society meeting. Member-
ship Director Jennifer Osterman reported that membership 
was currently at 132 members. The board also discussed 
possible 2014 volunteer opportunities. It was decided that 
the Lincoln Center for People in Need and possibly the 
Ronald McDonald house in Omaha were the best options.  
Additionally, the board selected a candidate for the 2014  
Distinguished Service Award. After updates from each  
director, the board meeting was adjourned.
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Keynote speaker Mary Neimiec, head of the University of Nebraska’s online 
learning initiative, at the LOMA Society of Nebraska meeting. 


