
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Melissa Rowlet 

 

Summer is over and autumn has begun.  It’s a 
great time of year to be outdoors and enjoying the colors of the season.   

Speaking of the season, at our Wine & Cheese meeting last month, we enjoyed 
the wonderful wine selection from James Arthur Vineyards along with our insight-
ful speaker, Connie Klabunde. 

Last month also brought the LOMA Annual Conference and Conferment in San 
Francisco.  My company, Lincoln Financial Group, sponsored my trip and I at-
tended the conference with Jeff Kent, Vice-President and Christina Bentley, Soci-
ety Rep who represented our LOMA Society of Nebraska Board. 

All told, we had great representation at the conference.  There were 34 LOMA 
designees from Nebraska in attendance.  In addition to that, Thomas Donaldson, President and CEO of 
LOMA, provided some interesting facts.  This year, LOMA had 6,734 new LOMA designees.  Of those, 
172 were from Nebraska. 

Also, each year, the national LOMA Society presents Outstanding Society Awards (OSA) in 5 catego-
ries.  I am very excited to announce that this year the LOMA Society of Nebraska achieved all 5 awards!  
The awards are in Communications and Public Relations, Community Service, Education, Membership 
and Special Achievement.  These awards are the result of the dedication and hard work by our Board 
Members and our Society Members.  Congratulations to all! 

As we near the end of 2006, we still have two great events to look forward to.  October 12th is our an-
nual all-day seminar at Mahoney State Park.  It should be a great autumn day to make the trip out to 
Mahoney. 

November 16
th
 is our Recognition Dinner which will be held at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln.  This is 

our time to recognize and honor all new LOMA designees from Nebraska.   

I hope you all have a great autumn and I hope to see you soon! 

 

Melissa Rowlet 

FLMI, ACS, AIAA, AIRC, PCS 
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The theme this year for the LOMA Society of Nebraska annual seminar is "Going 

for the Gold!"   

The seminar will be held at Mahoney State Park on October 12, 2006.   

Registration will begin at 7:30 with a hot continental breakfast being served.  After 
the morning sessions, a buffet lunch will be served in the restaurant.  Afternoon 
sessions will begin at 1:00 and the seminar will conclude at 3:45.  Cost for the 
seminar is $75 per person.  Canned food or donations will be accepted at registra-

tion to earn tickets for door prizes.   

Just some of the topics you will be able to choose from include:  Diversity & Learn-
ing Styles, Identity Fraud, Anti-Money Laundering, Disaster Recovery, Leadership 

& Creativity, etc.  

If you have any questions regarding the seminar, please contact the  

following members: 

Rachael Eldridge, Education Director            402-342-1890 ext 7460  

reldridge@woodmen.com  

Susan Marion, Seminar Chairperson          402-361-7745  

susan.marion@jpfinancial.com 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2006 LOMA Society of Nebraska Officers 

President: Melissa Rowlet FLMI, ACS, AIAA, AIRC, PCS  

 Melissa.rowlet@jpfinancial.com 

Vice-President: Jeff Kent FLMI, ACS   jeff.kent@mutualofomaha.com 

Secretary: Anita Shields ACS, FLMI   ashields@ameritas.com 

Treasurer: Laurie Schneider FLMI, AIRC  lschneider@ameritas.com 
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On Thursday September 14, 2006, the LOMA Society of Nebraska 
hosted its annual Wine & Cheese membership meeting at Mahoney 

State Park.  This is one of the most popular meetings of the year.  
From 4:30pm until 5:00, attendees could network while enjoying free 
Nebraska wine catered by James Arthur Vineyards located in Raymond 
and Nebraska City. 

At Five o’clock, our President, Melissa Rowlet, brought the meeting to 
order and introduced the featured speaker, Connie Klabunde.  Connie’s 
presentation invited us all to listen to motivating stories on how actions 
speak louder than words.  Connie detailed lessons she learned from her 

father simply by what he did rather than what he said to her. 

Connie opened the presentation by asking if we ever feel like no one is 
listening to us.  Of course, the audience agreed.  “Stop TALKING!” Connie stated, because our 

actions speak louder than words. 

Connie explained that her dad wrote a letter to her deceased mother that thanked her for the 
person that she was.  However, after the events of September 11, Connie realized that you 
need to not harbor your feelings and don’t wait for a disaster to share how you feel about 

someone.  They need to know that you are thankful for them on a regular basis.  Connie 
stated that each week, she tries to reach out to others and her own family to tell them “Thank 
you”. 

Connie again turned to the audience and asked what our actions say about us.  If we were 
gone tomorrow, how would others remember us?  She challenged us to come up with actions 
we could do to thank those in our lives that we are grateful for. 

Connie went on to tell some very humorous and thoughtful stories about her father.  For in-

stance, he was a natural musician and his dream was to always be a famous musician.  How-
ever, his career path led him to become an accountant instead.  Therefore, his dream was to 
have his children be musical; there was not a musician borne into the family.  Instead, they 
came up with a family song that they would all sing.  Later in his life, her father started a band 

and played music with his friends in their basement.  Her point to the story was that a person 
may have ridiculous dreams when they’re young, but they can come true later in their life.  
Connie came back to the audience and asked us to ponder what dreams we may have. 

Another funny story about her dad had to do with playing a joke on her mom.  Her mother 
was in a bridge club and they were short one person one afternoon.  So her dad dressed up 
and went down the street in one of her mom’s dresses and makeup.  He knocked on the door 
and the ladies were delighted.  Of course they knew who it was and her mother was mortified!  

In her family, she learned from her dad to have fun and enjoy life and attempt to enjoy every 
single day. 

Connie shared how her father’s sense of humor lasted until his last days and even then had a 

sense of humor.  At her father’s funeral, the entire family enjoyed every minute because it 
was a celebration of his life. 

Connie closed her speech by enthusiastically sharing how she was, “really glad to have met 
you!” 

What Do Your Actions Say About You? 
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October 12  Annual Seminar (see pg 2) 
   Mahoney State Park-Kiewit Lodge 
 
 
November 16 Fall Recognition Dinner Meeting– 5 pm 
   Cornhusker Hotel-Lincoln, NE 
   Board Meeting– 3:30 pm 
 
 
December 7  Winter Board Meeting– 3:30 pm 
   Omaha, NE 

Contact your company rep or visit our Web site, www.loma-ne.org, for more informa-

2006 Calendar of Events 

LOMA Society BALANCE SHEET 
as of September 30, 2006 

Assets:   

 Checking $6,288.79 

 Savings $26,379.29* 

Total Assets  $32,668.08 

Liabilities & Equity:   

 Liabilities $0 

 Equity $32,668.08 

Total Liabilities & Equity  $32,668.08 

*Savings kept in reserve as contingency to cover the Society's annual expenses.   
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Members Present: Christina Bentley, Jeff Kent, Dan Kohl, Wendy Miller, 

Melissa Rowlet, Ginny Tworek 

Members Absent: Rachael Eldridge, Michael Gerson, Steve McKern, Laurie 

Schneider, Anita Shields, Debbie Thielen 

President Melissa Rowlet called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.   

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Carleen Gerjevic has been researching volunteer opportunities for our 
members.  She has found an opportunity that would be suitable for both 

Omaha and Lincoln members.  There is an Adopt-A-Highway program that 
needs volunteers to clean sections of Interstate 80.  We would be required 

to clean a 2-mile stretch of the highway twice a year.  A sign with the Soci-
ety name would be erected at each end of the adopted section.  There is a 

2-year commitment to perform this activity.  Carleen found a 2-mile section 
of the Interstate that is close to Mahoney State Park.  Christina will fill out 

the necessary paperwork to be sent to the State of Nebraska, Department 

of Roads.  We plan to coordinate the cleanup efforts for this project in the 
spring and the fall, beginning next year.  Carleen will coordinate. 

Ginny mentioned a Mass Casualty Disaster Exercise in the Douglas, Sarpy, 
Washington County area that needs volunteers.  The task is to simulate a 

victim/patient to help our emergency personnel prepare for a mass disas-
ter.  The exercise will take place on Saturday, October 28.  Ginny will send 

information to the Omaha Company Reps to distribute among Society 
members within their companies. 

Director Reports 

-President:  Melissa plans to contact frequent membership meeting atten-

dees to discuss suggestions for a Marketing Director and a Seminar Direc-
tor. 

-Vice-President:  Jeff is looking for a business related speaker for the Fall 
Dinner.  Jeff will contact LOMA for a list of new designees to be recognized 

at the Dinner.  He will purchase ink pens engraved with the Society name 

as a recognition gift. 

-Secretary:  nothing to report 

Board Meeting Minutes September 14, 2006 
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-Treasurer:  nothing to report 

-Membership:  nothing to report 

-Seminar:  Melissa asked for ideas on items to give away at the Seminar.  

Some suggestions were magnetic clips, post-its, and ink pens.  Melissa will 
order 2 different kinds of magnetic clips with the Society name on them. 

-Education:  nothing to report 

-Scholarship:  nothing to report 

Program:  Wendy is helping coordinate the food items for the Seminar.  She 
is also working on the dinner menu for the Fall Dinner. 

-Audit:  nothing to report 

-Society Rep:  Christina raised the question regarding Board Members pay-

ing for the Seminar, since we will be there working and not attending.  It 
was decided to discuss it again at the first Board meeting of 2007.  Chris-

tina also mentioned that items for the newsletter are due to her by the end 

of September. 

-Webmaster:  Dan is working on the job description for the webmaster po-

sition.  There are still some web related bills going to Hani Hazimeh, our 
previous webmaster.  Dan is trying to have everything switched over from 

Hani to himself. 

-Past President:  Ginny reported that we have candidates for all the Board 

positions for next year with the exception of Seminar Director, and the new 
Marketing Director. 

Next Board Meeting 

The next Board Meeting will be held at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln on 

November 16, 2006 at 3:30 PM prior to the annual Recognition Dinner. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ginny Tworek 

Board Meeting Minutes, con’t 
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The LOMA Annual Conference and Conferment was held in San Francisco, CA September 

17-19, 2006 at the Westin St. Francis Hotel.  Jeff Kent, Society Vice-President, and Chris-

tina Bentley, Society Rep, attended from the LOMA Society of Nebraska.  During the Wel-

come Party, each society hosted a booth that represented their state and society.  A 

friendly competition is held each year between the booth displays in which the conference 

attendees vote for their favorite booth.  The theme of the booth presentation was for Ne-

braska was “Bridging the Gap in Insurance Knowledge through Professional Education”.  A 

Nebraska trivia game was given in order to be entered to win a $60 gift certificate for 

Omaha Steaks as well a two LOMA Society of Nebraska bags. 

The conference was host to many interesting and motivational speakers discussing topics 

such as “The 90-minute Hour”, Career Development, Dealing with Difficult People, Stress 

Management as well as a panel of LOMA Board Directors discussing industry issues. 

The Conferment Banquet was held on Tuesday as the closing of the conference.  All 2006 

Designees were honored. 

Please enjoy the pictures below! 

 

 

 

Nebraska represented in San Francisco!! 



Bottle of James Arthur Vineyards Wine– Deb Frazier, Mutual of Omaha 

Ameritas Portfolio– Missy Wentz, Lincoln Financial 

$25 Applebee’s Gift Certificate– Janis Landon, Ameritas 

Allstate Umbrella– Cathey Kaiser, Physicians Mutual 

Mutual of Omaha Sweatshirt– Kathy Keiser, Physicians Life Ins 

$25 Borders Gift Certificate– Carleen Gerjevic, Central States 

Allstate Bag– Ginny Tworek, Mutual of Omaha 

Bottle of James Arthur Vineyards Wine– Cindy Crail, Mutual of Omaha 

Bottle of James Arthur Vineyards Wine– Cathy Kovach, Ameritas 

Advance Publicity       42% Exceeded            58% Met   

Meeting Location        48% Exceeded            52% Met 

Facilities                   58% Exceeded            42% Met 
Food                         74% Exceeded            22% Met   
Service                      60% Exceeded            40% Met 
Speaker                      58% Exceeded            38% Met  

Speakers Topic     52% Exceeded        42% Met 

The LOMA Society of Nebraska is currently seeking individuals to assist in the following areas: 

Seminar Director:  The Seminar Chairperson is responsible for coordinating the seminar committee to plan 
and execute the Annual Seminar.  

This Board Member would be responsible for meeting with committee members to ensure seminar tasks 
are completed in a timely manner and assist the committee where needed.  Also, this Chairperson would 
be responsible for providing seminar updates at board meetings, summary of event based on evaluations, 
maintain financial records concerning income and expenses, and make suggestions and/or recommenda-
tions for the next seminar.  

Marketing Director: The Marketing Director position is a newly created position to help bridge the gap be-
tween the LOMA Society of Nebraska and the insurance companies in Nebraska. 

This Board Member would be responsible for meeting and networking with the leaders in our insurance in-
dustry to help get them excited and motivated about the benefits of being involved with the LOMA Society 
of Nebraska.  As a result of these benefits, our goal is for them to encourage their employees to achieve 
LOMA designations and to become of member of our Society.  This relationship truly is a win-win for the 
insurance company and for our Society. 

If you are interested in either of these positions, please contact Melissa Rowlet at Melissa.rowlet@lfg.com. 
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Wine & Cheese Door Prize Winners 

Wine & Cheese Evaluation Results 

Your Society Needs You!! 
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Response to your LOMA Society of Nebraska Scholarship was exceptional this year.  We had 
many very strong applicants 

After a great deal of consideration, the Scholarship Committee selected four scholarship recipi-
ents.  Scholarship winners will be introduced at the Fall Recognition Dinner in Lincoln on No-
vember 16. 

$2000 Award Winner 
Lindsay R. Brundege, a senior at UNL majoring in Psychology is a member of the National 
Honor Society for Psychology, has a 3.8 Cumulative grade point average with difficult courses, 
and is related to people in the insurance industry. 

$1000 Award Winner 
Sarah Bernhardt is a Graduate Student in Community Counseling at Chadron State College.  
Also a top student, Sarah has been involved in helping to coordinate health care within her 
community. 

$1000 Award Winner 
Angelina K. Slocum is a Graduate Student at Bellevue University.  Angela is the holder of an 
ACS and is working toward her PCS designation.  She has been employed at Physicians Mu-
tual, Mutual of Omaha and AFLAC. 

$1000 Award Winner 
Jean L. Swanson is also a Graduate Student.  Jean has been the Publications Chairperson for 
the Association of Insurance Compliance Professionals and has been honored by that organi-
zation with its President’s Award. 

ALTERNATE 
Megan Munsell is an accounting major at York College. If circumstances should make it impos-
sible for us to award one of the scholarships to one of the primary recipients, Megan will re-
ceive that award. 

Thanks to the following Scholarship Committee members for their efforts: 

Robin Knowlton Mutual of Omaha 

Steve Peet  Mutual of Omaha 

Sandi Weinberg Physicians Mutual 

Jessie Waller  Ameritas Life Insurance 

Sincerely, 

Michael Gerson  

Scholarship Committee Director 

LOMA Society of Nebraska 

LOMA Scholarship Recipients Announced 
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Member Company 2005 2006 
Allstate/Lincoln Benefit Life 35 28 

Ameritas 69 59 

Central States Health & Life 9 5 

Central States Indemnity 0 0 

Continental General 5 4 

Deloitte & Touche 0 0 

EiStream Inc. 0 0 

Insurance & Business Svcs 1 0 

Jefferson Pilot Financial 14 17 

Lincoln Benefit Life See Allstate 0 

Lincoln Direct 0 0 

Mutual of Omaha 128 95 

Pacific Life 5 12 

Physicians Life 28 25 

Principal Financial Group -GI 4 2 

Principal Financial Group -Omaha 2 1 

Professional Insurance Company - Genworth 1 0 

Resource Insurance Consultants, Inc. 1 0 

Security Financial Life 0 0 

State Farm Insurance 1 2 

TAG/TMI 4 2 

University of Nebraska Medical Center 1 0 

Woodmen Accident & Life 0 0 

Woodmen of the World Life Insurance Society 47 51 

World Insurance 14 14 

TOTAL 369 317 

The LOMA Society of Nebraska was the recipient of five out of five Outstanding Society Achievement 

Awards for 2006 in the following categories:  Membership, Communications & Public Relations, 

Community Service, Education and Special Achievement.   

The Society Membership Award’s purpose is to recognize societies that do an outstanding job of recruiting new 

members, maintaining current members, recognizing new designees and involving the membership. 

The Communications & Public Relations is recognition for doing an outstanding job of communicating with the 

membership and of publicizing society activities to the industry and community. 

The Community Service award is given to those that do an outstanding job in serving their communities. 

The Education award is for encouraging individuals to enroll in LOMA designation programs and to complete 

their designations. 

The Special Achievement award is to recognize societies for outstanding performance or activities.  Our society 

received this award for our incredible annual Seminar. 

Great job to the LOMA Society of Nebraska Society members that made this possible. 


